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Unforgiving heat continue

to torment; Prayagraj48.8’

Life affected; good
news: Met dept
predicts rain in
east Uttar Pradesh

Rajeev Mullick
rajeev.mullick@htlieve.com

LUCKNOW: Temperatures con-
tinued to soar in Uttar Pradesh
on Wednesday, affecting daily
activities and posing severe
health risks. For the second con-
secutive day, several cities,
including Prayagraj, Kanpur
(City), Fursatganj and Sultan-
pur, experienced record-break-
ing temperatures on Wednes-
day.

Prayagraj sweltered at 48.8
degrees Celsius, surpassing all
previous May temperature
records. This (7.1 degrees Cel-
sius above normal) marks the
highest May temperature in 128
years in the Sangam city,
according to data from the IMD
Observatory. The previous
record of 48.4 degrees Celsius
was set on May 30, 1994. It also
equalled a record set in June
1979, marking an all-time high
temperature ever recorded in
the city.

During the daytime, roads
and markets across most cities
in the state presented a deserted
appearance. Any relief was elu-
sive even in the evenings as
temperatures remained above
40 degrees Celsius.

The day temperature at Kan-
pur IAF soared to 48.4 degrees
Celsius, while Kanpur City expe-
rienced a record-breaking high
0f 46.8 degrees Celsius, marking
the highest May temperature in

continued on->11

Children bathe from a pipe on a hot summer day amid |
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Capital hits recor
in sizzling summer

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH: Therelentless sum-
mer scorched Delhi on Wednes-
day, pushing the temperature to
a record 52.3°C at 3.15pm in
Mungeshpur, in the city's north-
western fringes, the highest ever
clocked anywhere in India, as the
unprecedented, unforgiving heat
continued to grip the Capital.
Other parts of Delhi did not do
much better, with the maximum

temperature soaring past 50°C in
Janakpuri and to 46.8°C at the
Safdarjung station, taken as
Delhi’s official reading, as the
Capital baked on its hottest day
in nearly 80 years and its second
hottest day ever.

The only time Delhi has lived
through a hotter day, according
to readings at Safdarjung, was
May 29, 1944, when the maxi-
mum temperature touched
47.2°C. Wednesday's maximum

continued on 311
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73 years. Since 1951, tempera-
tures in Kanpur City have never
reached such levels during May.
The previous highest recorded
in Kanpur City was 46.3 degrees
Celsius on May 16, 1970, with
the all-time high hitting 47.3
degrees on June 9, 1966.
Meanwhile, the maximum
temperature at Fursatganj rose
to 47.2 degrees Celsius, setting a
new record in the past 18 years
since 2006, according to IMD
data. The previous highest for
the month was 45.6 degrees Cel-
sius recorded on May 30, 2012,
with the all-time high reaching
46.6 degrees Celsius on June 6,
2017. In Sultanpur, the day tem-
perature reached 46 degrees
Celsius, which is 6.4 degrees
above normal and marks a
record in 54 years since 1970.
The previous highest tempera-
ture was 45.8 degrees Celsius
recorded on May 29, 2019, with
the all-time high hitting 47
degrees Celsius on June 19,
2005.

Forecast for U.P.

Weather is expected to be dry
over West Uttar Pradesh, while
rain/thundershowers are very
likely at isolated places over
East Uttar Pradesh. The Met
department has issued a warn-
ing of heatwave (loo) conditions
likely to continue at a few places
across the state.
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ApnaDal

battle in dif

The poll chatin
remote villages is
focussed on caste
calculus,
unemployment and
inflation. While many
praise Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, anti-
incumbency
sentiments against
the sitting MP are

palpable

Sudhir Kumar
Sudhir kumari@htlive com

SONBHADRA: In the rocky ter-
rain of Robertsganj Lok Sabha
constituency, the BJP ally Apna
Dal (5) faces the uphill task of
retaining the seat amid the talk
of anti-cumbency against the
sitting MP Pakuri Lal Kol, who
has been replaced by his daugh-
ter-in-law Rinki Kol, and caste
calculus. The poll buzz has
pushed on-ground con-
cerns like the presence
of fluoride in water in
169 villages to the back-
ground.

Nevertheless, the
Apna Dal (8) sees a
sliver of hope in the
Modi factor in this con-
stituency in eastern
Uttar Pradesh’s Son-
bhadra district, which
is famous for power generation,
natural beauty, hills, jungles
and many panoramic sights.

This parliamentary constitu-
ency, which votes in the last
phase on June 1, shares its bor-
ders with four states-- Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh.

The Samajwadi Party has
fielded BJP rebel Chhotelal
Kharwar, the former Sonbhadra
MP who represented the seat
from 2014 to 2019.

Babbu Tiwari, a resident,
complains, “In last five years, [
never saw our MP in our town
Ghorawal. He didn't have time
for the public.”

“This time, Apna Dal (5), an
ally of the NDA, has fielded
Rinki Kol from Robertsganj. She
is daughter-in-law of the sitting

POLL
WATCH

faces uphill
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MP who didn't visit the locality
ever in the last five years, let
alone developmental works,” he
adds.

Arvind Gupta, a resident of
village Sangobandh,
says, “No matter whois
saying what. Eventu-
ally, many people will
tum to the Apna Dal (S)
and support it since
people like us don't
look at the local candi-
date, We look at Modi.
We have to make him
the prime minister the
third time.”

Gupta, too, complains that
the sitting MP didn't take the
pain to visit the remote villages.

“Many people are talking
about local issues. But we look
at Modiji under whose leader-
ship the country is developing.
Those who have received bene-
fits are with the government.
Security has increased, mafia
raj has come to an end in U.P,"
Ramesh Kumar says.

But Sukhmania Devi, a resi-
dent of Robertsganj, says infla-
tion and unemployment
inereased, adding, "We want
change.”

Political analyst Amaresh
Chandra says the caste calculus
plays a decisive role in the elec-
tion, no matter who is discuss-
ing what at present.

“The parties have fielded can-

e 3

icult poll terrain
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This parlinmentary constituency, which votes in the final phase on June I, shares its borders with
four states: Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Madhya Pradesh.
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didates keeping in view this
arithmetic. Tribals, and Dalit
voters together account for
seven lakh voters. In addition,
the Modi factor is also there,” he
says.

Indresh Singh, a resident of
Mahuli village in Sonbhadra
near the Chhattishgarh border,
observes that the fight is tough
for Apna Dal (S) owing to the
sitting MP.

“As the party is a BJP ally,
people think of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi when they go to
cast their vote. Eventually, this
will play a very important role,”
headds.

Shaharawat Khan, who
describes himself as an SP sup-
porter, says there should be
change since inflation and
unemployment have increased.

in ivillagein
HTPHOTO

Senior SP leader Avninash
Kushwaha says, “A wind is
blowing against the NDA in
entire country. No different is
case here. The INDIAblocisina
very strong position here.
Change will be there for sure.”

Amid the poll din, issues like
lack of health infrastructure in
remote villages and fluoride in
water affecting the health of
several people in 169 villages in
four developmental blocks of
Sonbhadra have taken a back
seat.

The presence of fluoride in
water is harming the health of
people in 169 villages in Myor-
pur, Duddhi, Babhani, Chopan
and Son areas of Robertsganj
constituency. But itdoesn't find
mention in poll chats, says
social worker Jagat Vishwak-

e lal Chandra Kol
Bhai Lal Kol Bt
(bypoll)

o Pakaudi Lal Ki

hhotelal Kharw

arma.

At least two people have fluo-
rosis, some mild and others
serious, in every third family in
these villages. The problem has
been persisting for over three
decades, adds Vishwakarma.

“Several people in around 169
villages in four development
blocks Myorpur, Duddhi, Bab-
hani and Chopan, are affected
by fluoride in water, Jal Nigam
has set up fluoride removal
plants in over five dozen villa-
ges. Still, people in around 100
villages are bound to drink
‘water comprising fluoride,” he
says.

“Excess fluoride in water
causes stiffness, joint pain and
‘weakens the bones. For the peo-
ple, the excess fluoride in water
is a big issue but hardly any pol-
itician talks about,” says social
activist Rameshwar Prasad, a
local.

The Congress won the seat
five times in 1962, 1967, 1971,
1980 and 1984. The BJP bagged
it five times in 1989, 1996, 1998,
1999, 2014 and itsally Apna Dal
(S) won itin 2019. The BSP won
it in 2004 and 2007 (bypoll).
Other winners include the Jan-
ata Party in 1977 and the Janata
Dal in 1991
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Poll-time lens reveals decade of transformation in Varanasi

EXPANSION OF KASHI FROM I'TS ORIGINAL
RADIUS OF 6KM TO 12KM HHAS BROUGHT
INFRASTRUCTURAL CHANGES AND
SEVERAL ISSUES TOO BEFORE PEOPLE

Gaurav Saigal

Gaurav saigal@htlive com

VARANASI: The ancient
and timeless city of Var-
anasi is also now a city
of change, hurtling for-
ward on the develop-
ment fast-track with its
spiritual ethos, growing
beyond its charming
bylanes to stand out in
the poll time as a sym-
bol of the present and

future, emerging from the womb

of the past.

The most remarkable facet of
transformation is palpable at the
Kashi Vishwanath Temple (KVT)

complex post its renova-
tion and expansion as
the Kashi Vishwanath
Dham. Such is the rush
that at 10pm, one needs
50 seconds to take 25
nifty steps with great
caution to cross the
road in front of KVT, At
that hour, shops in
alleys of the temple

town are either closed or shop-
keepers are busv checking their

The main road in front of gate No. 4 of KV Dham buzzes with

next day’s business. “My shop

locks and performing fire wor-
remains open till Il om.” savs an

ship to keen stock safe for the

employee ata shop opposite the
main gate of KVT, in the hope of
more customers purchasing
flowers for worship at his shop
orin need of a locker to keep a
cellphone, which is notallowed
inside the temple complex. Not
an inch of space is left on the
street. Vendors have set up shops

even on the covered drains, sell-
ing itemsrequired by pilgrims.

TheKashi Vishwanath Corri-
dor has made an impact on three
layers of society directly.

The first ones are those whose
houses and shops were taken for
widening the temple complex

continuedon 39
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ADR: 104 ;per cent rise in
number of parties fighting
LS polls from 2009 to 2024

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W NEW DELHI

here has been an increase of 104 cent
in the number of political parties contest

ing Lok Sabha elections from 2009 10 2024,
according to an analysis by poll rights body
Assoclation for Democratic Reforms (ADR)
According to the analysis, 751 political parties
are participating in 2024 as compared W 677
who puuc-pauSm 2019, 464 in 2004, and 368
in-2009. This surge represents a st ng 104
per cent increase from 2009 to 2024, |

The ADR and National Election Watch have
conducted a comprehensive analysis of the self-
sworn affidavits of 8,337 candidates vying for
scats In the upcoming Lok Sabha 20 -ﬂelec»
tions
Out of the total 8,360 contesting candidates, the
breakdown reveals a diverse landscape of
political representation: 1,333 from national
partics, 532 from state partics, 2,580 from reg-
istered unrecognised partics and 3915 inde-
pendent candidates

The analysis also sheds light on the prevalence
of criminal cases among candidates. Among

national parties, 443 out of 1,333 candidates
bave declared criminal cases, with 295 facing
serious criminal charges.
State parties exhibit a higher proportion, with
249 out of 532 candidates facing criminal cases
and 169 facing serious charges.
Registered unrecognised parties show com.
paratively lower figures with 401 out of 2,580
candidates having criminal cases and 316 fac-
:m serious charges. Indcpendent candidates
in between with 550 out of 3,915 candidates
facing criminal cases and 411 facing serious
charges.
Additionally, the analysis reveals financial
assets of the candidates with 2,572 out of all
8,337 candidates being crorepatis or million
aires. Among national parties, 906 out of 1,333
candidates are crorepatis, followed by 421 out
of 532 in state parties, 572 out of 2,580 in reg
istered unrecognised partics, and 673 out of
3,915 among independent candidates.
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MPs recontesting LS pol

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

Thcnhah«nanm
increase of 43 per cent

over the last five years in the |

assets of 324 MPs who have
! poll (ray again in
this Lok Sabha election, accond-
ing to an analysis by a poll
r'éh body.
[e average assets of these MPs
in 2019 was around Rs 21.55
crore while in the current elec-
wgral cycle, the average asset
value has increased “signifi-
cantly” to Rs 3088 crore, mark-
ing an increase of Ry 9.3
crore over the past five years,
tl\gmwion{o:l)ammk
Reforms (ADR) said'in a

report.
umndlhﬁmnadpvﬂh
Members of Parlament

among
(MPs) recont: in the 2024
al dlections. The counting

gener.

of votes for the seven-phase
polls will be taken up on june
4

Average increa

Pioneer

The percentage r

assets for these 3

between the 2019
aver
the ADR

48.76 per

crore to Rs 37.10 cro

‘in
MPs
2024

uu)*ca\'.

bm ss Party MPs (Rs 28.66
crore to Rs 52.78 crore).

The report said the average
increase in assets of 16 re-con-
testing MPs of the Trinamool

crore), 35.54 cent for 11
Janata Dal ( ) MPs (Rs
455 crore to Rs 6.17 crore),
14.34 per cent for one

MP
(Rs 12 crore to Rs 14 crore),
52.94 per cent for three Bharat
Rashtra Samith: MPs (Rs 38
crore to Rs 59 crore), 21.05 per
cent for three NCP (Sharad
Chandra Pawar) MPs (Rs 48 <r

. .g'h 58 croce), szur cent

three Bharat Rashtra
Samithi MPs (Rs 38 crore to Rs
59 crore) and 317 per cent for
one Janata Dal (Secular) MP
(Rs 9 crore to Rs 40 crore).
The \ncun-': for recontesting

sﬁﬁiper cent in assets of 324
IS in last five years

Balasaheb Thackeray)
(Rs 7.01 crore to Rs 11.80
cent for the

for the Taugu
18.90 crore to Rs 45.97 crore),
104.9 per cent for the Indian
Union Mushim (Rs
13.07 crore to Rs 26.78 crore)
and 3000.51 cent for the
Sikkim Kr. (Rs.
4.78 lakh to Rs 1.48 crore), the

All India is-
Muslimeen (Rs 10.43 crore to
Rs 14.09 crore), 97.61 per cent
for the Communist of
India (Marxist) (Rs. 85,40

to Rs 1.68 crore). It was 117.36
per cent Viduthala:

the report
said and added that the
shiromani Akali  Dal
(Amritsar) saw a slight decrease
of three per cent in assets of
recontesting MPs.
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Pioneer

Lucknow

LS result

likely to come earlier
than Mohanlalgan;

800 counting

PNS B LUCKNOW
the number of count-

Jesser

o i T
s

z&mta umam

l:xlon lune 4 whl

(.Mn. lhls mformauon. a
senior official from the district
election office said that count-
ing would start at 8 am at
on june 4
and results :;;uld come
between 3 pm and 4
He said mag: ml’"‘- was
to 800 counting per-
sonnel on Wednesday at Jai
Narain Degree College, inchud-
ing counting supervisors,
counting assistants, micro
observers and additional
returning officers for both
Lucknow and Mohanlalgan)
Lok Sabha constituencies,
Hc informed that for the
Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha con-
stituency, 42 rounds of count-
mg wll be held for Sanjuu

o o Bkl Ko Tl

ment nad 29 rounds mh.zt
Malihabad and Mohanlalganj
ents.

summcv the maximum count-

muh(\flo\\ibclluﬁt
l»dmow West and Lucknow
Fast assembly scgments, 24

e

trained

rounds for Lucknow
Cantonment segment, 24
now Central
segment and 29
Lucknow North

sem

assembly segment.
There will be 14 tables in cach
dlhtkmabmyound
E‘ the counting will
and counung for N
booths will take place at one
time. For Sarojin the
BecﬂonCommMonoﬂndu

will have the state police and
the inner ring mmtdhtdr
the counting rooms will
by the CRPE. Water
food arrangements for the
on duty are also
looked into. Passes will
issued for the candi-
o e for e ot
t |
said. He sald that work m
on how the counting
would be set up in the
at Ramabai grou
Arrangements for air-condi-
tioners are also being made
into the heat wave
condit prevailing in the
dty. he added.

}__

?E

E
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Pioneer

144 candidates in fray
for last phase polls

PNS B LUCKNOW by-clection from 6
on . May 30,

ing for the seventh and 13 Lok constituen-

last phase of Lok Sabha cksgotn'b in the final

clections in Uttar Pradesh will | lnd Maharajgan),
. bc held on June 1 along with Gorakh kushlmgar
lling for by-election to (SC), Ghosi,
uddhi assembly seat In W, G
Sonbhadra dmrkt Varanas, Mlnqw
There are 144 candidates in the . and Robertsgan) (SC), which
poufnymunm.oks-hh numm
com\nac“ie;rin. i assembly scat
ll* by -clection is bdznh
and loiemalc
Chief Election Officer of Uttar nld that in view of the
fnndcd\.. Rinwa, said arrangements
clection- l'rllwd adm
cnnpds:v -Nd: mdm
hibited in 13 l.ok ng water, toilets, and
constituencies of the seventh for people with dis-
phase and in the Duddhi and people.

:—"—ﬂ'
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Pioneer

female candidates in LS polls rise from 7

per cent in 2009 to 9.6 pe

POMER MW SR -
NEW 0L

w7 per comt i 20 8 6

ey cont | 24, the sun
bt of fernade Candadaten con
Soteng the Lok Sabbu b thegn
W & steinly rise i 1S yean
averdang 1o an aralyus by De
ghts Doy Assorcation of
ooty Reforsss (ADR)
Thin yoas, 797 woonen are in the
[rap, comstanatey 9 & pur cont of
Jﬂﬂl_\\'ur.h’l‘nn 1A
Parks a0 iru e e (o meevd
0t gracral avwrrhiy cda o
which revceded fomak ropee
sexbaton of ¥ per cont 10 2009,
B per cont e 04 -d."u
&.m.u..,.m.
Absectatior ¢ Detoocrass
[ADR) »

I the 2009 Lok Sabba olec
thpa. there were 556 fomade
candideies, makong w 7 per
ot of the tonad 7 A0 Candds
P Ths sumber incrvas!
10080 (5 per cont of A205) in
14 aned further 40 716 (9 per
ot of 7,925 in 2019
This pewr e Braranys tana
Party (997) bads somomg the
‘:2- parties with o9 fendle
Sabbe sorminees out of
00, making v 16 per cont of
s botal candaine
The Congress Soloses with 41
wOmer o of 107 Candilades,
GMtsttating 1) per core
S.ulumtm wnaber parties
md regonsd phaven cabebar
Nigher proportioes of S

candsladen. Foe matance. the
Naan Tandar Kasche Sas an

gl r-hv R AL L)
with 20 aat of 40 candidares

tevg voman wandaieg b %
{" ot The Lok Jasshalni
Party (Rams Vika) sd the
Nationalist Cougrem

cah heve @ cont
candabates, mvh T ot of fiwe
betig worsen.

Amiog peoninest puroe, the
All Indis Anns Dravida
Munnetra Keshagam
(AJADMK ) aad the AT [ndia
Feewand Bee Vave the booeen
vy of ferma ks sopertiaiin
o ) per oot

Seme parties with natable
fermale representatom 0 Bis
years parliamestary polls
tra bade She Pharkhand Meba

Moocha (INMM) and the B
Menvate Dl (B{D), wach with 3)

cont. the Rodtrys larats
m (RID) with 29 per cenr.
The Samarenti Pty (31 haa

20 per cort hnhurm
ton, and e All Iada
Trimmeonod Congrom (AITO) 25

rl_.

Mineen per comt of the Lok
Sabhs candidates of the
Communist Party of India
IMarvat) ase wonen dnd e
figare shands o » per cont for
the Babepan
Sama) Party
Pertics wach s the Dyvoide

eMuraetrs Kashaggam (DML
od the Corrarmareat Party of
India (CP1) Mas femmale ropre
Sentation ot 14 per cont a0l 7
POT GO, e el s

Tae Janata Dal (Usited)
(IIXU)) and Shiv Sens omh
have |3 per cont formade cndd-
Caten, whiide the Markhand
Naktl Marche has 33 per comt
e noezinees Both candy
dases of the Apaa Dl (Soeackd)
we wornen, TOP and BRS

cach have & cent Sorrade
candadares, ot Akali
Dal and Natvmalst Congres

Party Sharsdoharadra Pawar
eaxch have & per cont female
Cottestanms, whide Shiv Sers
(UNT) has 19 per cont

ledependerta, comprining »
~ of e can
drlare Rave 276 woerwen

out of 3900 Lok Sabhe soers
s, fegeesenting & modest 7
pex core. Othr parties collec

thowly accumart foe 292 wormen

I cent in 2024

ot of 249 casdadnes, whach
o abost 19 per comt
This s the firet cbection since
e of the womwn's
rescrvation bl %o reserve oex
TN oF sea 1 Lok debtus and
e o woomen,
revivieg & NE pending S 27
yoan for waee of cormenun
amoryg parties. The bal iy 0
conne o effect. |
The currest figure of Y97
Semde Condidater 1o 2024 rep
resents & %4 por cont share of
e i cmddate pool of
BAY. Only twe cendidetes
troe mﬂmlpnlnunx. |
1y arc condenting the o
Muu&m&m'.“

m‘ the first phase of e
clections hebd on Aped 19, cent §
1 AL8 conterting Caradabutes,
ondy 135 were wormen. Than
PIRera (eetarracd in the w)!
soquert phisses, with worsen
cantalanes remaining 3 el l
fraction of the ta!

The scond phase held on
Ageil 26 naw 1,192 candidases |
WhH 100 were woemen. The
physe 3 poling oo May 7 had
LY camdudnie, inchuding

123 worzen,

Ba phase 4 o0 May 13, of the
1710 contestaons, 170 weve |
women. Phase § oo May 20 had |
the fewest candidanes st @5, |
with K2 woemen, while the woh
Phose 6 had 92 woenen out of |
86 candidares. Ia the b

Phase scheduled Sor dune |

Bhere wil be %04 cmddaten.

with oody 95 wooen
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RS (T | S
13 121 & P waR geedfar @ e w3 95 T | WA 1R S
@ w o offd @ e
Ty e e 3 %
W3 & g v ofar @ e
A W T UE ¥ T 0|

25056877 AN SR w yim w0 FH 13310897 T,
11744922 ST 7 1058 F B0 % o B
s Fram sthw) T o 3w e et S T W &

¥ Tz Tt (A S, W G, TR Az A
A W e FE vl R Shred) 9F WA N WA AN
wn s swaveEa T A feufin A S Na s,

sfigsded it Tined) ¥ e waR ¥ o 2w & )
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FrqEn ¥ foree d9w & 038

3 da w1 @ = o=
YA wAT B T R HT
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=1 faem ©@ die &t a9 w1
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